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DANISH  WEST  INDIES. 

By  Coii.sul  Cliristoplier  il.  Payne,  St.  Thomas. 

The  Danish  West  Indies,  comprising  the  three  islands  St.  Croix, 
St.  Thomas,  and  St.  John,  have  an  aggregate  area  of  138  square 
miles.  The  28,000  inhabitants,  most  of  whom  are  of  the  Negro  race, 
are  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  cotton,  fruit,  and 
vegetables. 

On  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  which  is  the  most  important  agricul- 
turally, the  acreage  devoted  to  sugar  cane  and  cotton  in  1914  w^as  as 
large  as  if  not  larger  than  in  the  preceding  year,  yet  the  yield  was 
considerably  less,  due  to  the  effects  of  the  severe  drought  that  lasted 
through  the  greater  part  of  the  season.  Although  the  farmers  have*., 
suffered  great  losses  from  the  lack  of  sufficient  rain  for  a  number 
of  years,  they  continue  to  plant  with,  unsvverving  energy. 
Agricultural  Products  of  the  Island  of  St.  Croix. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
principal  agricultural  products  of  the  island  of  St.  Croix  in  1913 
and  1914: 


Products. 

1913 

1011 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantit}'. 

Value. 

Sugar 

Cotton 

Rum 

Molasses 

tons.. 

do.... 

gallons.. 

do 

do 

11,039 
3S9 
118 

1,268 

$500, 729 

78,557 

30 

127 

9,153 
31 

83,850 
771 
531 
ISO 

?121, 129 

10, 855 

37,121 

113 

400 

Preserves 

do 

241 

The  production  of  vegetables  and  fresh  meat  on  St.  Croix  is  suffi- 
cient for  the  local  demand,  but  other  foodstuff's,  such  as  flour,  meal,' 
cured  meats,  salted  fish,  etc.,  practically  all  come  from  the  Ignited 
States,  the  imports  in  1914  amounting  to  $144,370. 
Live-Stoek  Industry  on  St.  Croix. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  1,250  in  the  number  and  of  $65,5oO.,.in  the 
value  of  the  live  stock  on  St.  Croix  last  year,  compared  wdth  1SU.3. 
In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  number  of  horses,  cattle,  mules, 
etc.,  and  their  value  for  the  two  years. 


Live  stock. 

1913 

19 

11 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

Horses 

4,800 
14,000 
4,000 
2,000 
1,300 
1,2^0 

27, 3iO 

§210,000 

210,000 

320,  CGO 

20, 000 

3,2.:0 

3, 750 

4,500 
13,000 
3,500 
2,200 
1,500 
1,400 

.*202, 500 

Cattle 

195, 000 
280, OOO 

Mules 

Donkeys 

22  000 

Goats 

3,7=0 

Hogs 

4  200 

Total 

773, 000 

2G,  100 

707, 4.''0 
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Harbors — Exports  from  St.  Croix. 

The  seat  of  government  on  St.  Croix  is  Christiansted,  which  is 
also  the  official  place  of  residence  of  the  governor  of  the  Danish 
colony  for  six  months  in  every  year,  the  remaining  six  months  being 
spent  on  the  island  of  St.  Thomas.  As  the  harbor  at  Christiansted 
is  difficult  of  access  on  account  of  outlying  reefs  the  produce  of  the 
island  is  shipped  through  Frederiksted. 

The  chief  exports  from  the  island  of  St.  Croix  last  year  were 
5,464  tons  of  sugar,  valued  at  $127,900;  82,750  gallons  of  rum,  worth 
$36,705;  and  62^700  pounds  of  cotton,to  the  value  of  $16,855. 

The  declared  exports  from  St.  Croix  to  the  United  States  in  1914 
increased  in  value  by  $155,376  to  $266,289;  the  articles,  with  their 
quantity  and  value,  for  the  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement : 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Sugar 

Rum 

Goat  and  sheep  skins. 

Antioue  furniture 

Metal,  old 

Tamarinds 


.pounds, 
.gallons, 
.poimds. 


5,280,609 

7,805 
3,649 


.pounds. 
..barrels. 


5, 735 
36 


$102, 673 

5,033 

5.83 

1, 858 

640 

126 


6,705,206 

4,207 
5,853 


$262, 736 
2,449 

875 


752 

28 


93 
136 


Total. 


110,913 


The  returned  American  goods  in  1914  amounted  to  $8,759,  as 
against  $7,275  in  the  preceding  year.  The  bulk  of  the  goods  were 
empty  steel  oil  barrels,  valued  at  $7,959  in  1914,  and  $6,327  in  1913. 

The  Island  of  St.  Thomas. 

On  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  the  agricultural  products  are  vege- 
tables and  fruit,  bananas,  mangoes,  and  pineapples ;  the  supply,  how- 
ever, is  never  equal  to  the  local  demand.  The  hardy  guinea  grass, 
the  only  variety  that  can  withstand  the  severe  draughts,  affords  sub- 
sistence for  several  hundred  head  of  live  stock  that  constitute  the 
largest  agricultural  interest  on  the  island.  In  1914  the  live  stock  on 
St.  Thomas  consisted  of  700  head  of  cattle,  200  goats,  125  hogs,  75 
horses,  15  mules,  and  40  donkeys,  and  was  valued  at  $16,350,  or 
$14,120  less  than  in  the  preceding  year  when  there  were  131  horses, 
700  head  of  cattle,  30  mules,  128  donkeys,  800  goats,  and  200  hogs. 

The  harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  at  Charlotte  Amalia,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  West  Indies,  was  formerly  the  trading  center  for  that 
entire  group  of  islands ;  but  the  establishment  of  steamship  lines  and 
cable  service  has  enabled  the  merchants  to  deal  direct  with  the  manu- 
facturers, with  the  result  that  the  trade  of  the  port  is  now  limited  to 
the  needs  of  the  adjacent  islands.  Considerable  business,  however, 
is  done  in  selling  coal  and  water  to  the  steamers  that  stop  at  St. 
Thomas  on  their  way  to  and  from  European  and  American  ports. 
[The  importance  of  the  development  of  St.  Thomas  as  a  coaling  and 
transshipping  center  was  discussed  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Reports  for  Mar.  11,  1914.] 
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Imports  Into  St.  Thomas. 

The  value  of  the  chief  articles  imported  into  St.  Thomas  during  the 
fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1913  and  1914,  and  the  shares  of  the 
principal  supplying  countries  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Animals  (from  West  Indian 

Islands) 

Apparel,  including  hats  and 

caps 

L  nited  Kingdom 

United  States 

Beans  and  peas 

I'nited  States 

Boots  and  shoes 

I  nited  States 

Breadstuffs: 

Corn  meal 

Ci  ited  States 

Flour 

United  States 

Rite 

Germany 

I'nited  Kingdom 

other 

I  nited  States 

Coal  C^'nited  States) 

Conserves,  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Fish,  dried,  smoted,  etc 

United  States 

Denmark 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

I  nited  States 

Glassware 

Germany 

I'nited  States 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 
Meat  products — 

Meats,  smoked,  salted, 

etc 

Denmark 

Lard 

United  States 

Dairy  products- 
Butter 

Denmark 

I'nited  States 

Butter    substitute: 

Margarin 

I  nited  States 

Cheese 

I  nited  States 

Gennany 

Netherlands 

Metals,  manufacturers  of: 

Machinery 

United  States 

Denmark 

United  Kinr;dom 

Wire,  pipes,  slieets,  etc. . . 

United  S  tates 

United  Kingdom 

Other 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Germany 

Notions 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 


$11,042 


1914 


S14,409 


14,625 

10,891 

8,  f)77 

5, 651 

4,821 

3,983 

7,05S 

6.65! 

7,011 

6,483 

21,713 

14,632 

18,992 

13,751 

9,474 

7,437 

9,361 

7,437 

60,246 

48,560 

60,246 

48, 386 

6,242 

6,247 

4,793 

4,064 

1,043 

815 

12,919 

10,261 

9,939 

7,  .51 3 

308,0.5.-) 

362,  S>5 

7,458 

12,046 

2,421 

3,271 

3,217 

3,816 

8,52G 

8,081 

4,045 

5,349 

2,  .8.50 

2,395 

7,782 

32,433 

3,741 

28,921 

10, 728 

12, 849 

8,4,36 

10,831 

902 

1,102 

12,015 

1,667 

9,865 

1,3.52 

10,493 

1,925 

10,458 

1,705 

13,8.51 

17,982 

11,.5:« 

14, 871 

1,617 

1,937 

2,868 

9,083 

1,721 

7,212 

6,458 

7,3:!S 

3, 335 

4,041 

657 

2,049 

2,038 

78!l 

9,040 

1,  765 

4,484 

1,103 

2, 911 

187 

1,131 

106 

8, 515 

18, 984 

3, 5.18 

7,799 

5,007 

7,918 

18, 580 

21,937 

8,997 

4,749 

6,470 

14,817 

2,1SS 

1,  405 

9,421 

13, 267 

6, 14.3- 

6,206 

2,149 

3, 138 

621 

1,338 

Articles. 


Oils: 

Kerosene 

United  States 

Other 

United  States 

France 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Soap,  common 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Spirits,  wines, and  malt  bever- 
ages: 
Beer,  porter,  and  malt  ex- 
tract  

Denmark 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Gin 

Netherlands 

Rum  (all  from  West  In- 
dian Islands) 

Wine 

Germany 

France 

Other 

Germany 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Straw,  and  straw  work  such  as 

hats,  basket.s,  etc 

West  Indian  Islands 

United  Kingdom 

Starch  (nearly  all  from  United 

Slates) 

Sugar: 

West  Indian  Islands 

United  States 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of: 

Leaf  or  .stem 

United  States 

Cigars 

United  States 

Cigarettes    and     other 

manufactures 

United  Kingdom 

Textiles: 

Cotton 

United  Kinffdom 

United  States 

Germany 

Woolen  and  silk 

United  Kingdom 

Mixtures 

United  Kingdom 

Wood: 

Boards,  planks,  etc 

United  States 

Staves,      shirL'des,      and 

other  manufactures 

United  States 

Germany 


$6, 254 
5,429 

11,236 
4,679 
2,091 
6,137 
2,866 
596 
1,109 
9,399 
7,672 
1,580 


10, 372 
5,541 
2,924 
1,101 
11,509 
10, 384 

6,831 
9, 052 
3,797 
2,772 
23,131 
8,539 
7,194 
3,925 

48,  ia5 
45, 141 
2,041 

2,484 
31,254 
23,267 

7,974 

7,342 
7,088 
7,253 
4,155 

6,046 

2,847 

51, 121 

41, 3.S3 

6,100 

1,114 

7,249 

6,453 

22, 130 

12,370 

19, 291 
19, 013 

10,965 
6,444 
2,343 


$5,872 
5,872 

15, 227 
4,381 
2, 697 
8,996 
2,497 
2,939 
1,446 
1,341 


1,123 


15, 104 
10, 743 
2, 783 
1,254 
14,945 
12,110 

6,835 
11,806 

4,248 

4,342 
3.3,799 

5,265 
17, 067 

7,736 

28,986 
22,933 
5,173 

3, 0.50 
38, 232 
31,916 

6,133 

7,194 
5,230 
8,801 
1,338 

7, 9.58 
4,069 

70, 006 
49,  .838 
13, 798 
4,614 
8,3.80 
6,704 
3,689 
3,657 

34,783 
28,631 

6,445 
525 
457 


Declared  Exports  from  St.  Thomas  to  United  States — The  Island  of  St.  John. 

The  declared  exports  from  St.  Thomas  to  the  United  States  in 
1914  more  than  doubled  those  of  the  preceding  year,  the  principal 
gains  being  in  hides  and  skins,  sugar,  straw  paper,  and  sandalwood. 
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In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  declared  value  of  the  principal 
articles  invoiced  at  the  consulate  of  St.  Thomas  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  and  Porto  Eico  during  1913  and  1914: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Arl  eoods     

$1, 026 

125 

3,413 

566 

TO  PORTO  EICO. 

Hides  and  skins 

SI, 516 

$1,817 

$125 
6,723 

280 

Pasteboard  work 

100 

Whiskj'        

619 
60 

295 

Marirarin 

375 
143 
107 
500 
900 
1,380 
1,935 

208 

Rice 

Total  

482 

2,195 
2,824 

2,700 

Sandalwood 

Returned  American  goods 

3,613 

Straw  paper 

Suffar     

All  other  articles 

178 

Total 

5,912 
3,674 

12,148 
3,143 

Returned  American  goods 

The  American  goods  returned  to  the  United  States  consisted 
chiefly  of  empty  steel  barrels,  valued  at  $1,385  in  1913  and  $2,435  in 
1914;  while  the  principal  articles  returned  to  Porto  Rico  in  1913  were 
coal,  valued  at  $1,348,  and  in  the  following  vear  carousel  fixtures, 
valued  at  $2,500. 

The  island  of  St.  John,  somewhat  smaller  than  St.  Thomas,  is 
mostly  uncultivated,  with  here  and  there  a  cattle  ranch.  It  contains 
about  900  inhabitants  and  is  a  dependency  of  St.  Thomas.  Bay  rum 
and  small  quantities  of  lime  juice  are  made  on  the  island.  Its  prod- 
ucts are  marketed  in  St.  Thomas. 

Oppoitunities  to  Extend  American  Trade — Banking  Facilities. 

The  opportunities  for  an  increase  in  the  sales  of  American  mer- 
chandise in  the  Danish  West  Indies  are  as  good  now  if  not  better 
than  they  have  been  for  more  than  25  years  because  of  the  uncer- 
tainties and  delays  in  getting  goods  from  Europe  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  in  which  nearly  all  of  the  countries  with  whom  the  mer- 
chants here  formerly  did  business  are  engaged.  Machinerj^,  cfueens- 
ware,  crockery,  glassware,  drugs,  chemicals,  medicines,  perfumeries, 
etc.,  dry  goods,  boots,  shoes,  leather,  dress  goods — indeed,  a  large  per 
cent  of  everything  except  foodstuffs  and  grain  and  hay — had  been 
imported  from  European  countries.  Much  of  this  trade  can  now  be 
secured  by  Americans  if  effort  is  made  along  the  right  lines  without 
delay. 

The  banking  facilities  are  ample;  there  are  three  banks  in  St. 
Thomas,  the  National  Bank  of  the  Danish  West  Indies,  the  Colonial 
Bank  (a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  England),  and  a  savings  bank  under 
local  management;  and  two  in  St.  Croix,  one  at  Frederiksted,  and 
one  at  Christiansted,  both  branches  of  the  Danish  National  Bank  of 
St.  Thomas.  Immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  banks 
stopped  selling  drafts  on  all  foreign  banks,  except  to  merchants 
ordering  food  supplies  for  local  consumption;  but  financial  matters 
have  siiice  become  easier,  and  drafts  and  American  gold  could  be 
had  at  ftPJtti,  ^biQUt  8  to  14  paiicent,  the  latter  part  of  May,  1915. 
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